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The history of East Des Moines is unique. 
Originally, a part of Indian territory the same as 
all the rest of the land in Polk County in the 
midwest, its history began to unfold with the 
arrival of the dragoons and Lieutenant Albert 
Lea's explorations in Polk County in 1935. 

This was followed in December, 1842, when 
Captain Allen led the first dragoons to the area 
and established Fort Des Moines at the 
junction of the Raccoon and Des Moines 
Rivers. 

East Des Moines from these early beginnings 
has maintained a seperate identity and 
character from that of the area to the north as 
well as to the "west of the Des Moines River. 

This booklet will attempt to bring together 
some of the major events of East Des Moines 
history. 




I have brought together under one cover 
many of the facets and aspects of part of the 
rich history of East Des Moines. Mr. Fred Hiatt 
of East High Media Department suggested that 
this become a part of the 100th Anniversary 
celebration of the East High Alumni 
Association. He proposed that part of the 
material be an in-depth reporting of the rich 
history of East High School. With the 
cooperation of the principal, work has 
progressed on this project. 

Our city had grown from 1,500 in 1846 to 
30,000 in 1876, our nation's centennial. By the 
bicentennial year of 1976 we numbered 200,000. 
The following pages are dedicated to those 
who have preceded us in building the present 
city, its businesses, churches, schools, and 
other institutions. 

Dr. Robert R. Denny 



Nine Flags Over Lee Township, Polk County 
and the State of Iowa 
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Map of Iowa as it would have been had the constitution of 1844 been adopted with 

boundaries fixed by Congress 



In looking at the history of our area, it is found that nine 
national flags have flown over it. The early history of Lee 
Township, Polk County and indeed the entire state is 
similar to that of other land in the Midwestern portion of 
the United States. It is found that this land has had 
various changes of ownership and jurisdiction. 

If you had come across the Atlantic Ocean with 
Columbus and traveled to Polk County and lived here 
ever since, you would have lived under three different 
national governments and within the jurisdiction of 
the United States under six different political 
sub-divisions. 
Taking your nationality from the governments 
under which you have lived, you would have 
been twice a Spaniard, twice a Frenchman, 
once an American. 

And as an American, you would have 
been an Indianan, a Louisianian, a 
Missourian, a Michigander, 
a Wisconsinite, and an lowan. 
In brief, you would have lived under 

nine flags. We have covered a period of 
several hundred years so let's take time 
and review this history. 
1492 - First you were a Spaniard because 
Christopher Columbus was financed by the 
Spanish government. Under the principle of the 
Right of Discovery, whatever was found by 

Columbus belonged to Spain. 
Our next chapter has to do with the French 
explorer, LaSalle, who spent 20 years of 
wandering over the American continent. 
LaSalle discovered the mouth of 
the Mississippi River and took possession 
for his king, Louis XIV, of all that was touched by 
the mighty river and ''Extended westward to the sea." 



A lead plate on which were inscribed the names of LaSalle and his company 
was erected on the spot and the colors of France were raised. LaSalle named 
the whole vast territory "Louisiana" in honor of his king. Of course, Spain 
made some protest but the buccaneering spirit of the seventeenth century 
prevailed. 

1763 - At the close of the Seventeen Years War, France ceded the Louisiana 
Territory to Spain. Historian Bassett in his United States History, Vol. 1 points 
out that Louisiana had been costing France 300,000 Lires (about $60,000) a year 
without any income to offset this expense. Possibly France thought that the 
territory of Louisiana could never be worth what it was costing and thus a 
liability. 

1800 - By 1800 Napoleon was emperor of France and enjoying great fame and 
power. He regretted the fact that 37 years previously France gave the territory 
to Spain. On October 1, 1800, by the Treaty of lldefonso, Spain returned the 
Louisiana territory to France. It would seem that Napoleon had in mind to sell 
this land to the new United States Government. 

1803 - By a treaty made April 30, 1803, and commonly called the Louisiana 
Purchase, all the above named territory was ceded to the United States. 

Thomas Jefferson, as the third president of the fledgling republic, carried 
out the negotiations and paid $15,000,000 for Louisiana. Great waves of protest 
crashed throughout the thirteen colonies. However, President Jefferson 
calmly defended his actions and accurately predicted, "The time will come 
when every American will know that this act has been replete with blessings 
for unborn generations." 
1804 - On October 1, 1804, by Act of Congress, what is now Iowa, was placed 
under the jurisdiction of the territorial government of Indiana, and named 
"District of Louisiana." In 1806 the "District of Louisiana" was reorganized 
under the name of "Territory of Louisiana." 

In 1812 Congress again reorganized it under the name "Territory of 
Missouri." Through an Act of Congress on June 28, 1834, it underwent another 
transformation and what is now Iowa was made a part of the Territory of 
Michigan. Another reorganiztion on July 3, 1836, placed it under the 
jurisdiction of the Territory of Wisconsin. 

In 1838 the territory of Iowa was formed and in March, 1845, provision was 
made by Congress for admission of Iowa as a state. Various boundaries were 
proposed by Congress and the people. Finally, the lines were agreed upon and 
on December 26, 1846, Iowa was admitted as the twenty-ninth state of the 
United States; the sixteenth admitted under the federal constitution. 

The earliest published record of explorations along the upper Des Moines is 
printed in the little book titled "Notes on Wisconsin Territory." It was written 
by Lieutenant Albert M. Lea, United States Dragoons, and is in substance the 
author's report to his chief. Colonel Kearney, in 1835. 

Lieutenant Albert Lea gave an intimate, personal touch to his descritpion 
with the following record: 
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Emigrants coming to Iowa, from 1833 to 1854 
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"Thence our march was still through rich prairies 
interspersed with lakes and groves across the Des Moines 
River which we descended to the mouth of the Raccoon Fork, 
a grassy and spongy meadow with a bubbling spring in the 
midst near which my tent was pitched; and the side of a fat 
young deer was spitted before the fire and dispatched with 
great gusto by the aid of two brother officers and a bottle of 
fine old French brandy obtained for Chouteau's stock and 
carried the whole campaign in my wallet, u masted." The 
capital of Iowa now encompasses that site. 

"The next morning, a bright Sunday, I got orders to 
reconnoiter the Des Moines River by descending it in a canoe 
to ascertain the practicability of navigation with keel boats 
with a view to the establishment of a military post. We made 
the trip without accident and leaving our canoe at the trading 
house (Keokuk) we footed it to the fort where we arrived 
many days before the main body who returned leisurely by 
land." 



THE FOUNDING OF FORT DES MOINES 

In 1833 Congress provided for the defense of the frontier west of the 
Mississippi River by the raising of the regiment of Dragoons. Secretary of War, 
Lewis Cass, reported to President Monroe on November 29, 1833, that about 
600 men had enlisted to provide protection for the region west of the 
Mississippi River. One company under the leadership of Lieutenant-Colonel 
S.W. Kearny was dispatched to the Indian country near the mouth of the Des 
Moines River. Here at the present site of the present town of Montrose, Iowa, 
in Lee County, the first "Ft. Desmoines" was erected. It received its name 
from Secretary Cass in recognition of the river upon whose bank it was 
located. 

In 1841, two years before the founding of Ft. Desmoines, a party of Sioux, 
Sac, and Fox Indians had several encounters. It was reported that the Sac and 
Fox tribes lost seven but the Sioux Indians left more than 300 dead on the field. 
These problems of the Indians plus the fact that there were a number of horse 
thieves and illegal traders in the territory were the reasons for looking for the 
establishment of the new fort inland from the Mississippi River. In December, 
1842, Captain James Allen of the first Dragoons sent the following report to 
the War Department in Washington, D.C. The report pertains to the junction of 
the two rrvers-the Raccoon and the Des Moines. The report is as follows: 





Old Indian agency at Des Moines First brick building in Des Moines, 

(from a daguerreotype) built by Jim Campbell at 'Coon Point 




First log cabin at Fort Des Moines 



"I went up as you know last month as high as the mouth of 
the Raccoon River and had in view at a time to look out a 
suitable point for the stationing of troops for the time required 
and I did select with a view to recommend the point made by 
the junction of the Raccoon with the Des Moines." 

"My reasons for selecting that point are these; the soil is rich 
and wood, stone, water and grass are all on hand. It would be 
high enough up the river to protect these Indians against the 
Sioux and is in the heart of the best part of their new country 
where the greatest effort will be made by the squatters to get 
in. It is about equal distance from the Missouri and the 
Mississippi Rivers and offers a good route to both, the direct 
route to the Missouri passing around the heads of the many 
ugly branches of Grand River. It will be 25 miles within the new 
line, about the right distance from the settlements and above 
all of the Indian villages and trading houses. It will also be 
about the head of the keel boat navigation of the Des Moines 
River. I think it better than any other point further up because 
it will be harder to get supplies up. No point or post that may 
be established on this river need be kept up more than three 
years until the Indians shall leave. A post for the northern 
boundary of the future loway will go far above the sources of 
the Des Moines." 



Captain Allen's recommendations found favor with General Scott and with 
the War Department and Colonel Kearny was directed to proceed to establish 
as soon as weather would permit "a temporary post on the River Des Moines 
at or near the junction of the Raccoon for the protection of the Sac and Fox 
Indians and interest of the government on the frontier." The order designated 
Captain Allen's company of Dragoons and company of infantry from Ft. 
Crawford on the Mississippi for garrison duty at the new fort. The site of the 
post was to be designated by Captain Allen. The Captain was also given full 
charge of the erection of the requisite buildings for the accommodation of the 
command. The only limitation put upon him was that the buildings should be 
constructed "with as strict in regard to economy as may be consistent with 
the health of the troops." 

On the 29th of April, 1843, Captain Allen started up the Des Moines River. 
They arrived on the 18th of May at the site of the Raccoon and Des Moines 
Rivers which turned out to be the second Ft. Des Moines. 

Originally, Captain Allen, after he sought the site, wrote the Secretary of War 
to sanction his choice of a name for the proposed fort that he was in the 
process of building. His choice was "Ft. Raccoon." "I have recommended this 
name," he wrote, "because the place has a great notoriety under such 
designation for a great distance around it as the Raccoon River, Raccoon 
Forks, the Raccoon, etc, etc. By all of which it is known as perhaps the most 
conspicuous point in the territory and no other name will so well designate the 
new post." 

Adjutant General Jones forwarded the report to the Secretary of War with 
the endorsement: 

Ft. Iowa would be a very good name; but Raccoon would be 
shocking; at least in very bad taste." 

A few days later General Scott informed Captain Allen that the word 
raccoon was not considered a proper designation for a military post and unless 
otherwise directed, he would call the post "Ft. Desmoines." General Scott's 
choice of the name was settled in both official and general correspondance. 
Thus, it is that the capital city of Iowa properly owes its present name-a name 
of value because it hjs no duplicates-and also because of its inevitable 
association with the historic middle river or river of the mounds or river of the 
monks, or of Moingona River as called by the Indians. 

Although the object of establishing troops at Ft. Desmoines was for the very 
purpose of keeping out white people, the group of soldiers and civilian 
attendants with barracks and cabins and the regular visits of conveyors of post 
supplies helped to destroy the isolation and gave the place further fixed 
homes, commerce, and civic life. 



965 - Restored cabin on old Fort Des Moines Site 




first plat of Fort Des Moines as a County Seat 
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Des Moines' Second Courthouse 
5th & Court 



DRAGOONS LEAVE 

Captain Allen and most of his detachment of dragoons marched away in the 
fall of 1846. By the same authority and at the same moment entered the 
vanguard of settlers. The order for vacating the post and conveying the Indian 
rear guard to Kansas home was dated February 23, 1846. First Lieutenant Grier, 
in command during the absence of Captain Allen carried it into effect on 
March 10, 1846. Squatters who had been thronging into the country, having 
had the claim of rights since the treaty period of Indian occupancy had expired 
the previous October 11, quickly constituted the region around the river forks 
as being a county and named it Polk. They named the town itself as 'Ft Des 
Moines' and fixed upon it as the county seat of Polk County. 

A typical county seat town with a public square as a main focus is shown in 
the print of the photograph of the first plat of the town of Ft. Des Moines, 
dated July 8, 1846. 



There was a market place between third and fourth on Market where 
evidently the fresh produce and farm products were sold. The first Polk 
County courthouse was built on Plat No. 15 between 5th and 6th on the south 
side of Cherry. This building was used until the second courthouse was built 
on the public square which is between 5th and 6th on Mulberry. A picture of 
the second county courthouse shows a very interesting building with an 
onion-type dome that resembles a structure out of southern Europe. It was 
considerably smaller than the third or present county courthouse that is built 
on the same site. 

The second courthouse served from 1861 until it was torn down in 1901. The 
third county courthouse was built on the same site except it was considerably 
larger to accomodate the needs of a greatly expanded city in 1902. In the 
picture of the courthouse, it shows Mulberry to the north. Also, the ornate 
bandstand on the square showed that band concerts were a major source of 
entertainment in the late 1800s. The very fancy bandstand that is shown here 
could elevate the players so that they could be seen as well as heard by the 
people who would congregate in the public square of Polk County. 

The plat of the town of Ft. Des Moines shows the public grounds where the 
soldiers drilled at the forks of the Raccoon and Des Moines Rivers. Through 
the years there have been many attempts to rebuild the original Ft. Des Moines 
No. 2 which existed on this site. The first organized attempt was in the early 
1900s when the city park commission took over the land at the forks of the 
river. Thus, the original site of the Ft. Des Moines No. 2 has been preserved by 
the city. In the 1960s the Polk County Historical Society planned to rebuild the 
old fort. The proposed plans were approved by the city park board and the city 
council. Hand-hewn logs of the mid 1900 s were located in Washington 
County, purchased and moved to Des Moines on March 12, 1964, for the first 
the restoration process. Construction took place at S.W. 1st and Elm 
throughout the winter of 1964 and 1965. On Sunday June 6, 1965, the first 
restored building of the old Ft. Des Moines No. 2 was formally dedicated. It is 
hoped that more interest and funds may become available to restore other 
cabins as well as the fort that existed on the site. Possibly with the new 
theater being constructed a few blocks away, there may be a rebirth of interest 
in restoring more of the original Ft. Des Moines buildings. 



Life in Early Ft Des Moines 

The chief duties of the soldiers were to keep the whites from entering the 
Indian Reservation before the date set by the Treaty of 1842, and to see to it 
the Indians were fairly treated by the few white persons permitted to enter the 
territory before that time. Traders who wished to deal with the Indians were 
licensed to come in, and soon there were several of them around the fort. 
Many of these traders were men interested in getting all they could from the 
Indians at the lowest possible cost. For furs they traded bright colored trinkets 
of almost no value. Thev knew that the Indians were receiving money from 
the government for their land, and that these primitive people did not realize 
the value of that money and so they planned to get it from them. 



Some others besides the traders were permitted to enter the reservation. 
Among these were J.M. Thria a tailor who made clothes for the soldiers 
James Drake and John Sturdevant, who were gunsmiths for the Indians 
CnTrles Weatherf ord. and a man named Baker, blacksmiths who took care of 
the Indians' horses; William Lamb and Alexander Turner, who were permitted 
£ ra"- crops and vegetables for the garrison; and Dr. Thomas K. Brooks who 
came in to practice medicine. Dr. Brooks figured prominently in early East Des 
Moines history. Later in the book will be more details of his life. 

Captain Allen was interested in building a road to connect at Toole's Point 
(Monroe) with the road to Eddyville and thence to Keokuk. Peter Newcomer 
was allowed to lay claim to a farm within the reservation because he built a 
bridge for this roadway across Four Mile Creek. Mr. Newcomer did not choose 
his farm land along Four Mile Creek, but on a point of land now in southeast 
Des Moines on the Des Moines River. For many years it was called 
Newcomer's Point. 

EAST FORT DES MOINES 
At the same time that Fort Des Moines was growing up on the point of land 
between the two rivers, another community had been developing on the land 
east of the Des Moines River. Some of the earliest comers into this region had 
stayed in the east side settlement. One of the first buildings in East Fort Des 
Moines was the trading post and home of the Ewings, who were .censed to 
trade with the Indians. These buildings were east and south of the State 
House, not far from the present East Eighteenth and Dean Avenue. Not far 
away, the Indian agent. Joseph Beach, and his interpreter. Jos.ah Smart, had 
their living quarters. 

Another trading post that of Phelps and Company, had their buildings in 
East Fort Des Moines. This company dealt with the Indians in furs. After the 
Indians were gone, and the fur trading company gave up the agency. Dr. 
Brooks purchased its property. 

Mr. J.B. Scott who had a contract to furnish the dragoons at Fort Des 
Moines with food supplies, located his farm and built a house on the east bank 
of the Des Moines River. It was from this point not far from the present Grand 
Avenue, that he operated his ferry boat. 

There was a tavern, a grist mill operated by horsepower, a pottery and a few 
settlers' homes scattered in the east side settlement. In 1854, an enthusiastic 
real estate promoter platted a town east of the river which he called 
"Demoine." Asked about the spelling, he answered that he "didn't care 
anything about those literary fellows on the west side." He was "going to spell 
it the way it is pronounced." 

As is often the case when a river divides early settlements, there was much 
rivalry between the two. The contest for the location of the county seat has 
been mentioned earlier. When the question of the location of the state capital 
came up, a bitter rivalry developed between the two communities. Each 
wanted the honor and advantage of becoming the capital city. 




The old Demoine House 
1st and Walnut 



In 1885, when the state legislature voted to locate the new capital at some 
point within two miles of the junction of the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers, 
the chances for East Des Moines certainly did not look very promising. The 
east side, north of Walnut Street and east of the present capital hill, was a 
thick woods, where wolves, deer, and other wild animals still had their homes. 
The thicket was so dense that a party of women became lost in it and 
wandered about until late at night when they were found by their friends. 

After the commissioners appointed by the state government decided to 
build the capitol on the east side of the river, the two communities agreed to 
lay aside their quarrels and to become one city. But it took some time to 
accomplish this, for the people of Fort Des Moines felt very bitter about the 
state's decision. Charges that the east siders had bribed the commissioners to 
locate the capitol there, and the resulting investigations by state legislature 
committees, aroused the resentment of the people of East Fort Des Moines. 
For several years the illf eeling between the two caused them to be suspicious 
of each other, and helped to retard progress and improvements. 

On January 28, 1857, a law was passed which put an end to the town of Fort 
Des Moines. In its place was created the city of Des Moines, thus bringing 
together under one charter the east and west side communities. However, 
each community kept a degree of individuality. For instance, in 1859 the east 
side community established an independent school district which was 
continued until 1907. 




Iowa's Territorial Capitol 1838-1841 
Old Zion, Burlington, iowa 
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THE CAPITOL BUILDINGS OF IOWA 



Within a few generations, Iowa has progressed from an 
Indian territory to one of the fifty states of the United 
States of America. The pictures and drawings on the 
following pages will depict the various capitol buildings 
that have served this area. They are: 

1. 1836-1838 Territory of Wisconsin 
Capitol - Belmont, Wisconsin 

2. 1838-1841 Territory of Iowa 

Capitol - Old Zion Church, Burlington, Iowa 

3. 1841-1842 Territory of Iowa 
Butler Building - Iowa City 

4. 1842-1846 Territory of Iowa 
Old Stone Capitol - Iowa City 

5. 1846-1857 State of Iowa 

Old Stone Capitol - Iowa City 

6. 1857-1886 State of Iowa 

Old Brick Capitol - Des Moines 

7. 1886 to present 

The Gold Domed Capitol - Des Moines 

Iowa City was the capital for the territory and was the first capital for the 
State of Iowa. It was used as a territorial capital from 1842 to 1846 and as a 
capital for the new State of Iowa from 1846 to 1867. At the time the population 
was mainly in the eastern part of the state. 

As Iowa became settled and the population spread throughout the United 
States, there was agitation to move the capital more towards the geographic 
center of the state. Remember that the transportation was mainly by horse, 
stagecoach, or walking. During these early days there were talks of canals 
being built similar to those being built back east as a major method of 
transportation. Also, there was a new creation called a railroad that was 
beginning to be built. Railroad companies both narrow guage and standard 
guage were launched and much stock sold. 

There continued to be agitation to move the Iowa capital further to the west. 
A number of communities were active in promoting their qualifications for 
becoming the capital. Polk City was a flourishing community and had an 
active delegation seeking the establishment as the site of the new capital. The 
group in and around Ft. Des Moines promoted the interest of what is now Des 
Moines as being a more appropriate spot since it was at the confluence of the 
Raccoon and Des Moines Rivers. Recall at this time that river boats plied the 
Des Moines River from the Mississippi to Bentonsport Keosauqua and on to 
other river city towns. 



The promoters for the Ft. Des Moines area further enhanced their cause by 
borrowing two tiers of townsnips from Warren County and temporarily adding 
them to Polk County. This moved the southern line of Polk County almost to 
what is now Indianola, but it did serve their purpose of establishing Des 
Moines as being more nearly the geo^r-phic center of the county and of the 
state. 



COMMENTS ABOUT THE CAPITOL GROUNDS 



In 1865 the land now occupied by the low? State Capitol and the Soldiers' 
Monument to the south was a great wooded area covered with timber and 
underbrush. Large trees on the site included oak, ash, elm, wilnut, hickory, 
and cherry. The land was owned by Harrison Lyon and William Alexander 
Scott. Mr. Lyon had built a new house and homestead just two years before 
and notwithstanding this fact he donated his home and site along with the 
land that Mr. Scott donated and this became then the permanent grounds for 
the new state capitol. It was deemed most appropriate since it was on a high 
hill overlooking the Des Moines and Raccoon rivers to the west. Streets were 
laid out and alleys were planned to correspond with the capitol grounds. 
Walnut and Locust Streets were named to correspond with the streets that 
already existed by the same name on the west side of the river. 

On the north side of the capitol grounds, the street was first named Keokuk. 
It led from an old float bridge on the river past what is now the present capitol 
building through the timber and in the general direction of the city Keokuk. In 
1871 the Keokuk name was changed to Sycamore Street to correspond with 
the street in existence on the west side of the river. In 1886, the Des Moines 
City Council again changed the name - this time from Sycamore to Grand 
Avenue. They extended the street then from the state fairgrounds on the east 
all the way to the western limits of the city. 

The decision was made to move the capitol building to Des Moines. In 1857 
one of the things that had been done was that the name Ft. Des Moines was 
changed to Des Moines. A new brick capitol was built on what is now the site 
of the Soldiers and Sailors Monument to house the state government offices. 
This two-story brick structure served from 1858 until 1884. It was during this 
long period of time that the present capitol building was being constructed. 

The first act of the general assembly for the building of a new capitol 
building was passed on April 6, 1868. On April 13, 1870 a law was passed 
creating the original Board Of Capitol Commissioners and under their 
supervision the cellar or basement was excavated and most of the foundation 
walls were built. On Thursday, November 23, 1871, the cornerstone was laid 
with magnificant ceremonies participated in by various state, military, civil 
organizations, lodges, and societies. There were even distinguished guests 
from Europe. The cornerstone was seven feet long, three feet wide and three 
feet thick and was from "A prairie bolder" procured in Buchanan County. 



Iowa's Territorial Capitol 1841-1842 
Iowa City 




Iowa's Territorial and State Capitol 1842-1857 
Iowa City 
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First Capitol in Des Moines 1857-1886 
Built on the site of the present Soldiers and Sailors Monument 




The present Gold Domed Capitol was dedicated in 1870; completed in 1886. 

1886 to present. 



Although the cornerstone for the capitol building in Des Moines was laid in 
1870, progress was painfully slow. Work progressed very slowly because of 
the small amount of money appropriated each year to work on the capitol 
building. In 1879, they removed the original foundation when it was found to 
be defective and replaced it with more substantial material. One of the 
problems the board and architects had to contend with was the selection of 
the building stone that would stand the action of time in this climate. 

The original design for the main cornice and domes was to be made of cast 
and sheet iron, but with the general assembly consent these were changed to 
stone covering only the hemispherical portion with metal and this of a very 
heavy copper. The partitions were all of brick or other fireproof material and 
the floors were made with iron beams and brick arches. The roof was made of 
iron framework covered with terracotta and slate laid in cement mortar. The 
grand staircase is made of marble laid on an iron framework while the other 
stairways are all of iron. Because this was to be the capitol building of Iowa 
and because the major public buildings in the United States as well as other 
countries of the world tended to use a great deal of marble and stonework, 
there were many different kinds of stone and granite used throughout the 
building. The foundation stones are principally from Bear Creek and Winterset 
quarries in Iowa. The basement stone is from the Iowa quarries. 

The buff colored stone in the superstructure is from St. Genoevieve, 
Missouri and the "blue stone" is from "Carroll County, Missouri. The granite 
in the base course was partially procured from "prairie boulders" in Buchanan 
County. The dark colored peices are from Sauk Rapids, Minnesota. The red 
granite columns on the second story are from Iron Mountain, Missouri. The 
pilasters and peers in the interior of the basement are from Anamosa in Iowa 
and LaMont, Illinois. There are many kinds of marble used. The stonemasons 
were brought to Iowa to do this special work during the 29 years in which the 
capitol building was built. The various marbles include: from Tennessee, old 
Tennessee, Knoxville, Hostein River; from New York, Glen Falls and Virginia 
Marble; Miria from Vermont; Mexican Onyx from Mexico; from Italy they 
imported the Sienna, Verona red. Statutory white, veined, Italian dull, and Alps 
green; from France, Languedoc, rose Vif, Rouge Greotta, and Greotte 
Renaissance, yellow eschalleon; from Germany Formosa, bongord; from 
Ireland, Kilkenny green, victoria red; from Belgium, Belgium black; from Italy, 
Bardiglio, Brocatelle, Lebanto. 

The cost for this marble work came to about $115,000 and in a period of time 
of 100 years ago this would be comparable to something between $2 and $3 
million today. A careful study of the halls, legislative chambers, governors's 
office and others will show the great detail and craftsmanship of the 
stonemasons as well as the woodcarvers who were imported from abroad to 
spend the major part of their working lives constructing this building. In 
essence the building amounted in many ways to a work of art that has to be 
examined carefully to see all of the details and expert care and craftsmanship 
that may be found therein. 



Iowa From A Wilderness To A State 



Iowa-part of the Louisiana Purchase - 1803-1804. 
Iowa in the District of Louisiana - 1804-1805. 
Iowa in the Territory of Louisiana - 1805-1812. 
Iowa in the Territory of Missouri - 1812-1821. 

Iowa under No Governmental Jurisdiction - 1821-1834. 
Iowa in the Territory of Michigan - 1834- 1836. 
Iowa in the Territory of Wisconsin - 1836-1838. 
Territory of Iowa - 1838-1846. 

State of Iowa - December 28, 1846. 



Iowa Territorial And State Capitols 

Territory of Wisconsin-Belmont - 1836-1847. 
Legislative Sessions. 
Territory of Iowa: 
Burlington-Old Zion Methodist Church - 1838-1841. 
Iowa City-Butler Building (temporary) - 1841-1842. 
Old Stone Capital - 1842-1846. 
State of Iowa: 
Iowa City-Old Stone Capitol - 1846-1857. 
Des Moines-Old Brick Capitol - 1857-1886. 

The Gold Domed Capitol - 1886 to present. (Dedicated 1870; completed 1886). 

The above is a capsule history of the State of Iowa from 
the early part of this nation's history to 1977. 
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This striking view of the Library in the State Capital emphasizes the beauty 
of the intricate spiral stairway that serves the four floors of stacks above. The 
detail in grill-work, multi-colored marble and the art in the floor mosaics blend 
into a pleasing sight. The craftsmanship of the 1800 s is appreciated even more 
in 1977. 



Here are two views. One is of the governor s reception room. Please note 
that in those days they did not have two or three secretaries to handle all of the 
visitors that we now have in 1977. Notice the piano in one corner. Evidently 
there was some entertainment available to the governor when he wanted it. 
Also notice the view of the governor's office as it was in 1895. 




The House of Representatives - 1895 




The Supreme Court Chamber - 1895 




The State Treasurer's Office - 1895 




EARLY HOMES IN EAST DES MOINES 



According to the best records available, the oldest home in Des Moines is at 
3111 East on Boulevard. This East Des Moines home called Rose Hill was built 
in 1846 by a school teacher. It is the home, in 1977 of Jack Borg, a counselor at 
Hoyt Jr. High School. 

The help of the Jack Borg family has made these facts available from the 
accurate records that have been compiled in Rose Hill from its building in 1846 
to 1976. These facts plus the pictures that cover the 130 year span are 
testimony to the love, care and interest of its owners through these decades. 
It is a pleasure to share this story with those interested in the history of Des 
Moines. 

There have been many changes in this historic home from the early days 
when it was built by Larnerd Case, a farmer-school teacher who came to Iowa 
in 1846. He used black walnut trees that were abundant on the property that he 
claimed. Trees were cut and prepared on the spot for use in the home. The 
original house was a frame construction with four rooms and an upstairs attic 
with cubbys on the north and south sides. The main floor had two rooms on 
the west and one on the east, a big kitchen area on the south or backside of the 
house. The Case claim was originally four miles east of Ft. Des Moines in what 
was known as Delaware Township. Larnerd Case was one of the first 
magistrates of Delaware Township. 

Thd"briginal entry in the land office was for 160 acres recorded on October 30, 
1843. The claim consisted of "the northwest quarter of section 32 in Township 
79, north of range 23, west of the 5th p.m., Iowa." This historic house has the 
same basic interior as when it was built by Larnerd Case. The home is unique 
in that throughout the long life it has changed ownership only five times and 
what is even more remarkable, the life history has been carefully preserved 
with a great deal of detail by the owners. 

In 1867, Larnerd died at the age of 42. His family continued to work the 160 
acres as best they could. However, in 1860, Mrs. Case remarried and her 
husband's name this time was Benjamin Davis. This marriage ended in 1869 
when Mary Ann Case Davis was granted a divorce from Benjamin and allowed 
to resume her name of Case as well as to keep the property which had 
belonged to Larnerd. 

The next chapter begins about 1880 when Elizabeth and Langdon Davis (no 
relation to Benjamin) became interested in the Case homestead. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Davis was enchanted with the site and she and Langdon built a home 
across the street from Rose Hill and called it "The Pines." 

Through the treetops they could see the chimneys protruding above the 
Rose Hill home which they so admired. One day in 1881, according to Mrs. 
Davis' story, Mrs. Case appeared at the Pines and asked for help. She was ill 
and Mrs.Davis befriended her and took her to the doctor and in the months to 
come was a great help to her. However, in May 1881, Mrs. Case died. The 
executors of the estate sold that land which consisted at this time of only 15.77 



acres of the original 160 acres. They sold to a Hanna Hollingsworth. 

There are few records in regard to the time this land was occupied by the 
Hollingsworths. In December, 1890, Langdon Davis after nine years of 
continued interest in Rose Hill and trying to purchase it was able to obtain 
possession of the house. Langdon was a ticket agent for the Wabash Railroad 
in Des Moines. Until 1880 he had been a city clerk for Des Moines, receiving 
the grand salary of $33.33 a month. During his tenure as a clerk in Des Moines 
the Davises had moved from "The Pines." 

In order to buy Rose Hill, the Davises mortgaged the entire place for $1600. 
Records showed that the mortgage was paid in 1893. However, in 1895 the 
Davises took out a second mortgage for $800 to pay for the first major 
renovation to Rose Hill. Of interest are the taxes paid on the property at this 
time, 1894 - $11.52; 1895 - $14.18. In 1891 the Davises made major changes and 
repairs to the home. The important characteristics of this renovation were the 
addition of front and back dormers. Also of interest was that sometime in the 
1800's someone had painted the walnut woodwork in each room a different 
color so that the Davises found that it was easier to replace the woodwork 
with oak which was then fashionable and was much cheaper than to refinish 
the original walnut woodwork. From the woodwork removed from the home 
at Rose Hill, Mrs. Davis had a cabinet maker make two desks, two high back 
chairs, and several small tables. In later years Mrs. Davis regretted that they 
had torn out the walnut woodwork. During this time also a large plate glass 
mirror was fashioned with walnut. 

In 1900 the Davises renovated Rose Hill for a second time. This time they 
moved a large old fire place from the back of the house from the kitchen wall. 
This old hearth could hold a five foot log at one time. It was moved to the east 
side of the house where it is in 1977. At this time the fireplace was made 
smaller and became a coal-burning fireplace. Also, the upstairs now contained 
three bedrooms, a bath, three large closets and a writing den. The old walnut 
stairwell was removed and replaced with newer oak. 

In May, 1914, Langdon Davis died at the age of 56 and was buried in 
Woodland Cemetery. With the death of her husband, Elizabeth no longer 
desired to live in the house, so she sold Rose Hill to Essie Hathaway and Dr. 
Lenna Meanes for $4,500. Elizabeth Davis remarried in 1915 to W.F. Brann and 
they moved to the west coast. 

Dr. Lenna Meanes was a respected woman physician in Des Moines. Miss 
Hathaway, an English teacher at East High School. They lived in the house for 
six years before moving to New York in 1921. There is no record but it is 
assumed that during their ownership the two-story sleeping wing on the west 
side of the house was built. During 1918 and 1919 cement sidewalks were laid 
and Easton Boulevard was paved. Records show that the assessments to 
owners amounted to $105.22 for sidewalks and $420.64 for the paving. 

In 1921 the Elmer H. Borg family acquired the house obtaining the deed in 
1938. In those early 20 s there were not too many trees nor much vegitation on 
the land. There was a garage next to the house and the old barn still stood on 
the south line of the property. It is pointed out that there were no sewers and 




This picture was taken in 1890, after the first renovation 
which included the addition of the dormers 




Note addition of ginger bread on roof 
in both pictures, sometimes called cresting 
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city water had not reached this area of the county. Mr. Borg then petitioned 
the city to extend water mains. Sewers were extended to the property in 1930. 
The Borgs made good use of the existing nursery stock on the land and 
supplemented planting additional grapevines, fruit trees, and other fast 
growing shade trees. The old well was sealed. The garage was relocated to 
the position it presently occupies in the back of the house toward the west 
side of the lot. In 1938 Mr. Borg modernized the heating system and built in 
new book cases and made two baths out of the original one. The city put in 
additional sewer extensions in 1938. Assessments were: 1930, $152.80; 1938, 
$64.34. Taxes for 1937 ammounted to $90.06. 

In 1950 Mrs. Davis died in California and in her will she requested that the 
mirror, which had been framed with the old walnut stairwell, be returned to 
hang in the house. The mirror was delivered to the Borg home and duly 
installed. The mirror is as big as a modern door and today hangs in the living 
room of the house; a fitting memento in memory of one of the early owners. 

In 1955 Mr. Borg deeded enough property to the city on the east side of the 
acreage to provide sufficient area for a paved street. For this he received the 
sum of $1.00. The fifteen acres of the plot known in city records as ELIHU plat 
2 were divided into nine subdivided lots, Mr. Borg built a new modern home for 
himself and moved into it in 1956. In 1977 Rose Hill is occupied by Mr. Elmer 
Borg s son, Jack, and his family. Jack is a pupil services coordinator at Hoyt 
Middle School in the Des Moines School system. It is interesting to comment 
that the first owner of Rose Hill was a teacher and the present occupant has 
that same distinction. 

Across on the north side of the street is Grandview Park, which was once a 
part of the Case Acreage. When Rose Hill was first built, there were only two 
homes between it and the state capitol. Originally, Rose Hill was four miles 
northeast of the city and now it is within the city limits of Des Moines. The real 
estate directory give the official description of the property in great detail. The 
Borgs also mentioned that the northwest corner of the house is used by 
surveyors as the official point of beginning for all measurements in that 
section of the city. 

The home today has the same basic structure as it did in 1846, except for the 
several additions. Its exterior appearance is neat and clean with siding that is 
original. 

Much of the history and memorabilia collected by the various owners 
through the years-old photographs, papors, and sketches were collected and 
organized in 1958 by a young Iowa State University student, Nathalie Strong, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Strong. Miss Strong is now Mrs. Clyde 
Gibbons, Jr. and resides elsewhere. 

Rose Hill is a unique testimony to the interest and devotion of its various 
owners through the years and the records that they kept and the pictures that 
were taken in its various stages of building and renovation. This is a rare 
record. In this day and age of demolition and destruction with little regard for 
historic tradition, it is indeed a wonderful experience to go through the records 
and stories that have been maintained about this historic home. From 1846 to 



By 1977 there have been 130 years of change and growth in our nation, in our 
way of life and in our basic institution-the home. The Borgs are to be 
commended for preserving and perpetuating the history of Rose Hill. We 
salute them and hope that the succeeding generations of Borgs will be equally 
interested in keeping the traditions alive and maintaining this historic home. 




1924 

Back of house showing rear dormer and attached garage. 
Mound of earth is actually a storm cellar. 




1924 

Taken about the time of the Borgs' arrival. 
Shows addition of two story sleeping porch wing. 




Taken in 1958 

Notice the lean of the chimney, also sag of the ridge poll. 




Residence of Mr. L. Harbach 
802 5th Avenue 
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Cherry Place 1204 E. Grand 
Home of Isaac Brant 
In 1960 s it served as a funeral home 
It was torn down as part of the Capitol Grounds expansion program 




1895 

Residence of Secretary McFarland 
904 E. Grand 




Residence of Mr. F.W. Webster 



8204th 
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Des Moines Packing House 
Des Moines & Liverpool 



EARLY BUSINESSES 
AND INDUSTRIES 



PACKING PLANTS AND STOCKYARDS 

The following paragraphs give some of the information about packing planl 
and stockyards in Des Moines as they existed at the turn of the century] 

From its earliest days Des Moines has been a center for livestock sales an 
butchering. This has been a major industry for many, many years for th 
greater Des Moines area. Pictured at the left are the Des Moines Unid 
Stockyards in 1895. At that time they had a capacity of 5,000 hogs and 2,0(1 
cows per day. You will note from this picture that all of the pens were f loore 
and shedded and provided facilities for watering the stock. They were locate 
in the southeast area of East Des Moines. Notice the many rail connection 
that served this area. Notice also that for this early date, they had Ion 
distance telephone and telegraph wires that connected the stockyards with c 
points in the nation. 

Pictured is a photograph of the Liverpool and Des Moines Packing Compar 
as it appeared in 1895. At that time it was reputed to be the largei 
manufacturing enterprise in our city having a capacity of 2,000 hogs per da 
Their own brand of bacon and lard carried the label of "The Acme of Amerid 
Production." They also did a big business in smoked meats, as well as hams 
Recall that in the last century, money for investment in large enterprises weri 
often acquired from individuals in the East or abroad. In this case money fro) 
England was a major investment source for this building. For example, th 
president and general manager was a Mr. W.S. Ellsworth of Liverpool, Englan 

Some meat packing is still done in 1977 in Des Moines, but it does not hav 
the large proportions of former years. The closing of a large meat packin 
facility in the 1970s by Swift and Company left many hundreds unemployc 
whose entire lives had been devoted to this industry. This closing was typict 
of others across the United States that has seen replacements by small* 
companies with newer units. 





COAL MINING 



Many of the major businesses of the last century are no longer of such vital 
importance as they were then. These included coal mining, making of bricks, 
carriage making and meat packing. Of these major industries only remnants 
of the meat packing industry are still visible in Des Moines as an employer of 
any sizable number of persons. 

Coal mining once existed in every part of Des Moines and the following 
paragraphs describe the coal mining as it existed. It was a major industry for 
Des Moines for many, many years. 

One of Iowa's richest natural resources are the millions and millions of tons 
of coal that lie buried beneath the surface. Despite the vast mining operations 
that have occurred in the past 100 years, there is still a tremendous quantity of 
this natural resource waiting to be taken from the earth to serve the energy 
needs of man. 

The coal in Polk County and in Iowa was formed during the Pennsylvania 
period whose duration was approximately 50 million years. Geologists say that 
there are three main steps involved in the coal making process. These are: 1. 
Lush growth of vegetation under swamp conditions which allow for the 
formation of peat. 2. The subsequent burial of peat beneath sediments and 
earth. 3. Coalification process which is the geochemical change of peat into 
coal. 

One authority states that it is estimated that it takes 20 feet of vegetable 
matter to compress into three feet of peat which in turn compacts into one 
foot of coal. With swamp conditions the accumulation of 20 feet of peat would 
require about 3,000 years. Since the coal beds in Iowa generally range from 2!4 
to 6 feet in thickness it can be estimated that it took from 7,500 to 18,000 years 
for the peat to accumulate from which the coal is derived. 



Coal had been found in Polk County exposed along the river banks as early 
as 1840. This was usually gathered and put in sacks or wheelbarrels and taken 
by wagon to be sold. It was generally sold by the bushel. 

Pioneer families preferred to use wood because it was cleaner and they were 
slow to accept the substitute in the form of dusty and dirty and smoky coal. 
The bituminous or soft coal found in Iowa produced a great deal of smoke in 
contrast to the harder versions found back east. 

Wesley Redhead was the energetic person who brought about systematic 
prospecting for coal and the development of modern mining methods after it 
had been found. 

In 1864 several associates organized the Des Moines Coal Company and 
opened a mine on a hill north of Des Moines. He worked this until it was 
exhausted. However he was convinced that there were thicker deposits 
below the upper vein that he had been working. He began drilling operations 
near 7th Street south of the Raccoon. He had a grim determination to keep 
sinking the shaft until he found coal. Finally at 125 feet they reached a five 
foot vein of hard, glossy coal. This was late in the evening of June 2, 1873. 
Redhead received the news and rushed to the palatial home of Terrace Hill of 
his banker, B.F. Allen. Allen immediately pu+ up a $36,000 loan which helped 
install the latest equipment in the mine that was named Black Diamond but 
later changed to Pioneer. By 1876, he was employing 150 men and producing 
200 tons per day, making it one of the biggest mines in central Iowa. 

In addition to mines opened by Wesley Redhead, a number of other mines 
were established in Des Moines. The Eureka shaft also on the south side was 
opened in 1871. In 1879, Giant shaft number one and two at 16th and Walker 
and E. 20th and Grand respectively were among the first of many east side 
mines. Much of the area east of the capital building to the Fairgrounds which 
is now substantially residential area has no trace of the former mining 
activities that once was a major industry in this area. Only studies of old mine 
naps would show the mine tunnels and catacombs that underlie this entire 
area. It is said that many of the mine tunnels came to the very edge of the 
rtatehouse grounds. 

The Watson Coal Company sank a shaft at E. 15th and Rock Island tracks 



and for a time it was one of the largest in Polk County. Records show that 
from June, 1875 to June 1876, 45,000 tons of coal valued at $100,000 were 
produced. Coal mines have been a major source of income for large areas of 
Polk County. Marquisville, on E. 14th north of Des Moines, was once a large 
coal mining community extending well into the 1940 s. The area near the Area 
Community College again to the area east of E. 14th had huge mine shafts that 
produced many thousands of tons of coal. The Enterprise mines east of Des 
Moines Area College were big producers of high grade Iowa coal. The area in 
Northwest Des Moines in Beaverdale is honeycombed with old mineshafts and 
some of the mines on Merle Hay Road in the area a mile north of the present 
Merle Hay Mall were operating into the 1950 s. 

No account of coal mining in Polk County or Iowa would be complete 
without mentioning that John L. Lewis was born in Lucas, Iowa. His father 
was an English miner who had migrated to Iowa in the late 1870 s and brought 
the skills that he had learned in coal mining in Wales to the mines of Iowa. 
However, in 1882, Mr. Lewis organized his fellow workers in the coal mines and 
led them in a strike against the Whitebreast Coal Mining Company. When the 
strike was over, he was without a job. Mr. Lewis brought his family to Des 
Moines and it was in this period that John L. Lewis grew up and attended the 
Des Moines Schools. His father had a variety of jobs including night 
watchman in the ciyt jail in Des Moines. In 1897, the black lists were nullified 
and the Lewis family moved back to Lucas where the father and his two sons, 
John and Thomas, went to work for the Big Hill Coal Company. The early 
childhood experiences of John L. Lewis were a major factor in his adult life 
when he organized the miners of the United Mine Workers into one of the 
strongest unions ever. 

With the renewed search for forms of energy in the United States, there is 
research going on in regard to the developing of the vast coal deposits still 
under Iowa. The Iowa State Legislature has allocated money for experimental 
research at the State University at Ames to find means of using the soft 
bituminous coal without the heavy smoke and pollution that usually are 
emitted from it. In the years ahead there seems to be a bright promise that 
Iowa may again be a major coal producer and thus add appreciably to the 
matter of supplying needed energy for our nation. 




Iowa Pipe & Tile Works 
East Side of D.M. River above Dam 
Purchased as part of the urban renewal program of the 1960 s. 
This area has been completely re-developed. 
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Iowa Brick Plant 
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A local brick yard, location unknown. 
29 




National Starch Manufacturing Company 
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This book is a significant source of information about the early East 
Side Community and the history of East High School. It becomes readily 
apparent to the reader that very close ties developed between the East Side 
Community and its school. This fact has helped the East High Community 
keep some of the small town "togetherness" that is currently non-existent 
in most cities the size of Des Moines. 

East High spirit is responsible for the largest Alumni Association in the 
United States and assures future community involvement in solving some of 
the problems common to all high schools in the 197CTS and 8CS. 

Norman E. Miller, Principal 
East High School 






1861-1877 

First Home of East High-Bryant School 
East 9th and Grand 



1877-1891 
Webster School 
East 12th and Lyon 



EAST HIGH SCHOOL 
EAST 13th AND WALKER 



East High School has been housed in several different buildings in its long 
and illustrious history. East High first existed in the Bryant School at East 9th 
and Grand which was the only school house in East Des Moines. In simple 
chronology the dates and buildings are: 

1861-1877 Bryant School (top floor) East 9th and Grand. 

1877-1891 Webster School (top floor) East 12th and Lyon in 1888 the 

freshman class of East High was moved back to Bryant due to 

overcowding. 

1891-1911 East High-Built as a senior high with laboratories, auditorium 

and cafeteria. East 12th and Court. 
1911- A"new" East High at 13th and Walker. Additions in 1956, 1966, 

and 1973. 

In making formal plans for a high school, the East Des Moines Board of 
Education had some definite ideas about their aims and goals. They appointed 
a committee of honorable james Wright, William Matthews and D.E. Jones to 
draw up and report a plan or course of study for said school. 

"We would state that is the sincere desire and wish of the 
Board, as this school is now organized upon a solid basis, 
that the people of East Des Moines be requested to unite 
with us in sustaining it by generous support. 

"We would recommend as a standard of admission to the 
high school that each applicant be required to spell and 
read well, and write a fair hand, understand the rules of 
arithmetic so far as to solve questions in fractions, must 
understand descriptive geography and be able to define 
the parts of speech and analyze plain English sentences. 

"We futher recommend that females entering the high 
school be permitted [at their own option] to substitute for 
geometry, trigonometry and survey, drawing, music and 
other branches suitable for young ladies such as French, 
German or Latin. 

"We would futher recommend that an examining 
committee of the board be appointed consisting of not less 
than three persons, assisted by the principal of said school, 
to meet all pupils desiring admission to the high school for 
examination, at such time and place as may hereafter be 
agreed upon; at which time certificates of admission will 
be given to all applicants found qualified. 



"We would beg leave to recommend the use of Easton's 
Grammar Arithmetic Instead of both Ray's Practical and 
Higher, believing that the pupil will acquire as much 
knowledge of arithmetic from the study of one sooner 
than two. We are.however, at the same time opposed to 
the frequent change of textbooks. " 

As Des Moines grew in population and as the public of the late 1800 s came 
to accept education beyond the eighth grade as necessary and important the 
enrollment of East High increased. In 1871 the first class graduated - only one 
member: Miss Elizabeth Mathews who comprised the class roll. The dropout 
rate of the 1870 era must have been unusually high because there were no 
more graduates until 18751 

As noted above, the high school moved to the third floor of the Webster 
building in September, 1877. But there were still no laboratories, gymnasium 
or cafeteria. In one end of the large room they spread mats and hung some 
rings and they called this the gym. There were three recitation rooms in 
addition to the large study-gym room at Webster. 

In 1888 school enrollments required the freshman class to move back to 
Bryant. In 1890 the high school used still another floor at Webster. 
Fortunately, Webster had the "new" brick annex on the grounds to 
accommodate their pupils. This annex was known as the Louisa Mae Alcott 
building which honored a popular author of the day. 

In the spring of 1891 a new East High was completed containing facilities 
specifically designed as a senior high school. There were laboratories, sewing 
rooms, cooking rooms, auditorium, cafeteria in addition to recitation rooms. 
The superintendent of schools had his office on the first floor. The training 
school for primary teachers was held in the basement. The students were very 
proud of their new building and marched from Webster led by the freshman 
class and the principal, Mr. Elmer White. The new unit at East 12th and Court 
started with about 200 and soon grew to 700. 

By 1901, only 10 years after the new building was occupied, the first step was 
taken toward a new structure. The Board of Directors of the East Des Moines 
School District purchased a square block of ground bounded by East 14th, East 
13th, Maple and Walker Streets. The land was purchased from the State of 
Iowa at a cost of $8,000. 

On May 21, 1907, the city of Des Moines was consolidated into one school 
district. The consolidation was finally approved by the Supreme Court of Iowa 
in an opinion handed down on July 7,1908. By this time the conditions at East 
High were such as to demand immediate relief. The new school board agreed 
that a new building adequate to "the present needs and future needs should be 
built." 

The cost of the building would have increased the indebtedness of the 
school district beyond the legal limit. The Thirty-third General Assembly 
passed a bill allowing school districts of cities having a population of 65,000 or 
over to become indebted up to two and one-half percent of the actual value 






of the taxable property within the district, for the purpose of building and 
furnishing a schoolhouse. This bill was Chapter 184 of the Acts of the 
Thirty-third General Assembly, May 21, 1909. 

One of the provisions of the bill was that before an indebtedness in excess of 
the pre-existing legal limit could be contracted, a petition signed by 2,500 
electors, owners of real estate, asking for the erection of such a building, must 
be presented to the Board. 

Such a petition was prepared and circulated among the business men of Des 
Moines by a committee appointed by the East Des Moines Commercial 
League, East High students speedily circulated many petitions. On December 
21, 1909, a petition with 2,994 names was presented to the Board. On March 14, 
1910, the favorable vote was 7,696 for, and 2,153 against, issuing $400,000 worth 
of bonds for the erection of a new East High School. At this election women 
were allowed to vote. 

Gound for the building was broken September 6, 1910 by Miss May Goodrell, 
principal. The cornerstone was laid January 19, 1911, by Miss Goodrell. 
Superintendent William Riddell gave the formal address. A few of the 
thirty-eight items that were placed in the corner stone were: 

1. A Bible 

2. An Americal flag 

3. An Iowa Official Register 

4. A Masonic Directory 

5. A copy of each of the Register and Leader, the Daily Capitol, the Evening 
Tribune, the Daily News and Plain Talk. 

6. Copies of the school directory 1907-1911 

7. Copies of the superintendent reports, 1907-06 and 1906-09. 

8. Portrains of Amos Hiatt, for 20 years superintendent of East DM.* Mr. W.O. 
Riddell, first superintendent of the consolidated D.M. district. Miss Goodrell, 
principal of East High. 

9. A football extra of each of the evening papers announcing East High 
victories. 

10. Names of the Greater Des Moines Committee 

11. A copy of the Des Moines plan of government. 

Finally on May 17, 1912, after many trials and hardships the students and 
teachers marched triumphantly to the new school. Because the new building 
had cost so much, $400,000 it was impossible to have it furnished that spring. 
For this reason, the entire student body turned out with vehicles of every 
description to carry desks, chairs, equipment, books and waste-baskets from 
their old building to the new East High. A parade was formed by the students 
who marched to the new building led by the G.A.R. Drum Corps of Knisman 
Post No. 7. Within three hours after the moving began, the students were 
reciting lessonsl 

East High was designed by the architects. Bird and Rawson. They used the 



classical style with the front pattern after the north portico of the Erechtheum; 
the northeast door is taken from the Choragic Monument of Lysicrates; the 
northwest from the Tower Temple to Hephaestus. Throughout the building 
simplicity of the classic style is a factor. Much of the credit for the style and 
harmony of the building "is due to J.A. McKinney, who was president of the 
school board at that time." 

The motto "For the Service of Humanity" over he front entrance was 
submitted by Charles A. Cumming in a contest held for the purpose. The ivy 
planted in 1915 was sent from Harvard University. 

The interest in athletics by East High students has always been very keen. 
Until 1893 baseball was the chief sport but it became less popular when track 
and football were begun in 1894. In 1895 the first track meet was held with the 
following high schools participating -East, West North, and Capitol Park. 
Neither Oak Park nor Grant Park entered this contest. East won the first meet 
as well as those for the next three years. 

Football was not common at this time and few boys knew how to play the 
game. Budair Hartung, who owned a football used for Rugby, learned the 
game of football and taught it to some of his classmates who then formed a 
team. Football was adopted as a school sport through the efforts of Miss 
Millicent Cuplin, a teacher at East High in 1894. In that year. East played six 
games, losing only one. These victories in football seemed to call for school 
colors. The colors of Scarlet and Black, Grinnell College colors, were adopted 
by the East High Athletic Association. 

The need for the development of a higher type of sportsmanship was seen as 
the football games often ended in a free-for-all. In 1904 Mr. S. A. Foster, offered 
the Foster Trophy to the Des Moines High School that won the city 
championship three years in succession. At the same time the students must 
conduct themselves in an orderly and friendly manner towards the opposing 
teams. East won this trophy, an American Flag, in 1910. 

The students who largely handled the athletic program, had much difficulty 
in finding a suitable athletic field. An old cemetery at East 18th and Maple was 
leased and converted into an athletic field. The tiling and grading cost about 
$2,800 and the senior class bought the bleachers with the money obtained from 
a special benefit. The school board, convinced that this was a 'worthy' project, 
contributed a fence -and thus the "Alumni Field," dedicated by a large bonfire 
and speaches, was complete. The students expressed the wish that George 
Garten, Fred Van Liew, Clark Beard, and J. A. McKinney should always have 
free admission to the field because of their untiring efforts in securing it. 

CURRICULUM CHANGES AT EAST HIGH 

The curriculum grew as fast as the enrollment. The subjects offered now are 
quite different from the first course. Different languages were introduced into 
the curriculum-German in 1903, Spanish in 1915, and French in 1918. The study 
of German was discontinued in 1917 but has since been resumed. 
There were three four-year courses offered in 1908-- 

1 Latin 2. Scientific 3. Business 
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Every student was required to complete four years of English, three years of 
mathematics and two and one-half years of history. In addition the 
requirements of the respective courses were: 
Latin-Four years 

Science -Three years plus an extra year of mathematics 
Business-Commerical geography, bookkeeping, commercial law, and 
stenography. 

Students were allowed to elect subject in the third and fourth years only. 

When manual training was introduced into the school in 1908, Miss Goodrell 
made the following report to Superintendent W. O. Ridded: "We are gratified 
that manual training has been added to the course at East High. I have wafted 
long for this and have asked for it several times in the past seven years." 

In the same year, Miss Goodrell reported about the beginning and 
development of cooking classes in the school. "It was this desire that our 
school keep abreast of the times in providing means for the more practical side 
of education that led us four years ago to begin a series of cooking 
demonstrations once a week for all girls who desired to attend. The effort was 
materially assisted by the kindness of Mr. Jansen Haines of the Des Moines 
Gas Company, in donating a stove for our use. The demonstrations were given 
after school hours in the afternoon and the expenses were met by the 
proceeds of entertainments. The interest was so greet, the course so 
successful, that ft was repeated the next year. The third year a slight change 
was made. Mr Haines extended his interest by donating the services of Mrs. 
Sarah Moore, demonstrator for the gas company and met all expenses of the 
food demonstrations. The past year we have enjoyed the privilege of Mrs. 
Moore's services, the school, however meeting other expenses." 

Through the years clubs have played a very important part in the school life 
of many students. The first formal club organization was the Boys' Debating 
Society which was recommended in 1901 by Miss Goodrell The next club 
which lived any time at all was the Bible Club for boys, organized December, 
1915. The Bicycle Club was a girls' organization. The Student Council was 
introduced into East High in 1919 by Principal A. J. Burton. 

The school publication, the QUILL was started in the spring of 1906 by Miss 
Mary Patterson. The QUILL was quarterly until 1930 when it became 
semi-annual and in 1983 became an annual. The Scroll, a by-weekly newspaper 
was started in 1930 by Mr. Kenneth Stratton. 

When Miss Goodrell was graduated from East High in 1877, she conceived 
the idea of an Alumni Association and assisted in its organization. At first the 
meetings were held annually, later semi-annually when there were graduating 
classes in both January and June. In recent years with just June classes, the 
East High Alumni Association has met the first or second week of each June. 
Graduates come from many of the fifty states and even from foreign countries, 
it is reputed to be the largest high school alumni organization in the United 
States. 



EAST HIGH IN THE 60 s €r 70s 



The rising enrollments of the 1960's in the East Des Moines area required that 
an addition be built at East High School. Also there was the matter of 
modernization of facilities and in the 1960's and 1960's an adequate high school 
library became a feature of all of the high schools in Des Moines. Thus, plans 
were drawn and contract let in September, 1966, for eight classrooms and 
library addition to be built at the south of the orignial East High school 
building. The decision was made to use the same stone exterior finish so that 
there would be harmony in design with the existing facility. In 1973 there was a 
new wing added th the north of East High School replacing the inadequate 
cafeteria and old outmoded classrooms on the third floor. This modern new 
facility again emphasized the need to maintain a vigorous academic program 
at East High by providing the physical plant to carry it out. In addition there 
was an addition to the heating plant at this time. Both the new north wing and 
south wing were air-conditioned facilities. 

Probably the most dramatic change in and around East High School has 
been the expansion of the school grounds. With the addition to the north, the 
city agreed to the closing of Walker Avenue and this incorporated into the 
immediate school grounds. Also, the square block to the west of East High 
School was acquired and converted to parking facilities. In 1975 an extensive 
plan was submitted to the School Board for landscaping and complete layout 
of the new land added around East High School. This plan totaled $250,000. 
When completed with plantings. East High School will be not only the same 
splended building that it was before, but will have a more adequate 
landscaped background to show the dignity of the building. 

Other changes in the 1960's and 1970's that have taken place have been the 
expansion of the land area around Williams Held. Since this is now considered 
a city-wide stadium there was a need for adequate parking facilities. The city 
installed new mercury-vapor lights on the streets adjacent to the stadium so 
this was an improvement. Homes around the stadium were purchased and 
demolished. A gradual land acquisition has been taking place between 
Williams Field and the East High School physical plant. The ultimate aim is to 
have an open corridor existing from the high school to the stadium area. 

Plans have been discussed with the State Department of Public Instruction 
of having an open space driving range constructed on this site. While houses 
have been acquired and land acquisition has proceeded in this direction, final 
plans for such a city-wide facility have not been finalized as of the summer of 
1976. 

CURRICULUM WORK IN THE 70's 

One of the exciting new curricular core areas that has been added at new 
East High School was the Communications Media Department. This is housed 
in the north wing of East High and provides a unique educational offering for 
the students. Other projects at East High in the mid 1970's include the New 



Horizons program as well as an East High mathematics laboratory. There Is 
also a Title111 Career Interest Student Survey project as well as Title 111 
Rent-a-kid (Career Guidance). East High has maintained a vigorous project 
carried out with Alliance of Business with IPALCO. There is also a home 
remodeling class at East High school that provides unique opportunities for 
students to renovate older homes in the district and have practical learning 
experiences at the same time. There is also an English laboratory as well as a 
learning disabilities project. Minumum performance tests are being developed 
in Math, American History, English, and Biology. These tests establish minimal 
levels of achievements that all students should attain at some time during their 
senior high years. 



EAST HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 



The oldest high school alumni association is the one at East High School 
Des Moines, Iowa. It was founded in 1877. It held its 99th annual alumni 
meeting last May 28, 1976. They are looking forward to their 100th anniversary 
this May 26, 1977. Past presidents of the East High School Alumni Association 
are: 

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE EAST HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
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May Goodrell 


-1939 


Lou Rich 
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1958-59 
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David Bolen 


1939-40 t 


Jay Mitchell 
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David Bolen 


1940-41 


Dorothy Burgeson 


1960-61 




Denny Littlewood 


1941-42 


Reinhold Carlson 


1961-62 
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Grace Gabriel 


1942-43 


Fred Mathis 


1962-do 




Ernest Porter 


1943-44 


George Whitmer 
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C. Edwin Moore 


1944-45 


Gladys Heise 
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Cleatie Devine 


1946-46 


Delber G. Van Dorn 


1965-66 
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Cleatie Devine 


1946-47 


Harry D. West 


1966 67 
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John Hoff 


1947-48 


Richard W. Lozier 


1967-68 




Herber Hauge 


1948-49 


Dr. Bernhart C. Hermann 


1968-69 




Dr. Sheldon Gladstone 


1949-50 


Dr. Robert Anderson 


1969-70 
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Grace Gabriel 


1950-51 


Dr. John P. Wakefield 


1970-71 




Mabel Dahlstron Borg 


1952-53 


Margaret King Priebe 


1971-72 
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Mose Swartz 


1953-54 


Frank A. Stewart 


1972-73 




Wallace Lundgren 


1954-55 


Dr. WilberC. Miller 


1973-74 




Lucille Taylor 


1955-56 


B. J. Baker 


1974-75 




Hugh Gallagher 


1956-57 


Harry W. Dahl 


1975-76 




Pauline Crawford 


1957-58 


Don Taylor 


1976-77 
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rincipals 



of East H 



1885-1891 
1891-1901 
1901-1918 
1918-1934 
1934-1954 
1954-1964 
1964-1970 
1970-1976 
1976- 



Frank Plumer 
Elmer E. White 
Miss May Goodrell 
A.J. Burton 
O.G. Pritchard 
D.O. "Duke" Williams 
Gareld Jackson 
Earl Bridgewater 
Norman Miller 




Th« Front Hall 




The Original East High Gym 
1912 



The first swimming pool 
This still exists under the girls' gym 




The New East High - 1912 




Early championship games were played at "old" Drake Stadium. For many 
years the East High-West High game was the football clash of the year. Later 
the big game was East High vs. North High. 

In 1947 there were 18,000 in Drake Stadium on hand to see the Scarlets win in 
the closing moments by a score of 6 to 0. 
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The Bandroom 1SH2 

note the skylight, this has since been closed and replaced by conventional lighting 



East High's Present 



This picture shows a portion of the stands at East High's old 
stadium on Hubbell avenue near Des .Moines street, situated many 
blocks from East High school. For years athletes have had to 
journey this long distance back ar.d forth for practice on a field 
that has not been too well kept up. THE FIELD IS OWNED BY 
THE CITY OF DES MOINES AND NOT THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION AND RENT HAS HAD TO BE PAID FOR YEARS 
FOR ITS USE. IT'S STANDS HAVE BEEN INADEQUATE 
FOR COMFORTABLE SEATING OF SPECTATORS AND NOT 



NEARLY LARGE ENOUGH TO ACCOMMODATE THE CROWDS 
THAT EAST HIGH IS USED TO DRAWING BECAUSE OF ITS 
ATHLETIC INTEREST. EAST H,GH SCHOOL AND NORTH 
NOW HOLD THE RECORD FOR THE LARGEST CROWD FOR 
ANY EVENT EVER HELD AT DRAKE UNIVERSITY STA- 
DIUM, SET TWO YEARS AGO WHEN THE TWO SCHOOLS 
ATTRACTED SOMETHING OVER 18,000 SPECTATORS FOR A 
CITY CHAMPIONSHIP CONTEST WHICH THE SCARLET 
WON IN THE CLOSING MOMENTS BY A SCORE OF 6 TO 0. 



East High School Administrators 




Miss May Qoodrell 
Principal 
1901 1918 



A.J. Burton 
Principal 
1918-1934 



MISS MAY GOODRELL 

PRINCIPAL OF EAST HIGH 






O.G. Prrtchard, Principal 1934-1964 
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D.Q. "Duke" Williams, Principal 1964-1964 




Norman Miller, Principal 
1978- 
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Miss Agnes Helmreich, Girls' Advisor 
1930-1960 



The next nine pages have been reproduced from the Andreas Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Iowa published in 
1875. Because the era of photography had not come into its own, Andreas and other men like him who published atlases used 
an army of skilled personnel to compile the history, execute the portraits, draw pictures of homes, farms, buildings, and cities. 
Thus they recorded faithfully and reliably the maps and platts of counties and towns. The amount of labor involved in this 
undertaking was immense. It took a number of days to sketch the detailed drawings found on the following pages. 

The panoramic map of Des Moines, Iowa found on the next page was a popular cartographic form used to show America's 
cities and towns during the late 1800 s and early 1900's. It was known also as birdeye's views, perspective maps, panoramas, 
and aerial views. Panoramic maps are nonphotographic representations of cities, portrayed as if viewed above at an oblique 
angle. They were not drawn to scale, but they show street patterns, individual buildings, and major landscape features in 
perspective. 

The preparation of panoramic maps involved a great amount of painstaking, detailed labor as can be seen from the 
illustration of Des Moines. For each project a frame or projection was developed showing in perspective the pattern of streets. 
The artist then walked the streets, sketching in the buildings, trees, and other features which would represent then a complete 
and accurate landscape. The whole affair would appear to be seen from an elevation of 2,000 to 3,000 feet. All of this data and 
information was entered on a frame in the artist's workroom. 

Real estate agents, chambers of commerce, and various business establishments used the panoramic maps to promote sales 
for their various products. The panoramic maps were considerably larger than the one that is printed in this book and each had 
a key at the bottom listing the prominent places pictured on the map. For example, the one that is reproduced had a total of 30 
buildings that were identified by small numerals placed at the top of the buildings or in front of the structure that was 
sketched. The artist portrayed a great deal of bustling activity in these panormaic maps as well as in the Atlases that they 
published. 

For example, in the Hawkeye Insurance Company panoramic map, a check will reveal no less than five trains going in 
different directions and with smoke pouring forth from the smokestack of each locomotive. On the other pages you will see a 
train portrayed in the farm residence of Calvin Thornton along with two horse and buggies that are going in opposite 
directions. Almost every farm picture showed a horse and buggy, indicating movement thereof. 

The few surviving panoramic maps are very popular today and command premium prices from map and print dealers. Also 
facsimile reproductions of panoramic maps are in demand. 

Panoramic maps and the illustrated atlases provide a pictorial record of America's cities during a post Civil War period and 
for many localities both counties and cities, these two media provide the only 19th century maps that we have. The atlases and 
the panoramic maps were graphic forms that effectively captured the vitality of America's cities and farms. It is because of 
this unique quality that we have reproduced the following nine pages that reflect life of about 100 years ago. 



47 




51 




52 




Fort Des Moines No. 3 located in South Des Moines at South Union and Army Post Road was dedicated in 1903. It was built on 
land purchased by the Des Moines Chamber of Commerce. Fort Des Moines No. 2 was located at the forks of the Raccoon and 
Des Moines River. Fort Des Moines No. 1 was located on the Mississippi River. The nation's Women's Army Auxiliary Corps 
was established at Ft. Des Moines in 1942. The WAACS formation was shown on the old cavalry army post also shown is a 
WAACS downtown parade. 
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Conventions in Des Moines have been housed in a variety of structures. In 
the late 1800 s the Foster Opera House at 8th and Walnut served as the major 
place with many seats. Civic effort built the auditorium which, on the west 
side of 4th Street between Grand and Keo, was built in 1889 and seated 4,500. It 
was used until 1909 when the new and larger auditorium was built at 1st and 
Locust Streets on the north side across from the library. (The Present YMCA 
building occupies this spot.l The auditorium then served as a movie theater 
with stage shows. Some of the upper floors of the Brown Garage are of this 
original structure. 



The Coliseum pictured was built and served as a major 
auditorium for Des Moines until it burned down in 1949. The 
present Veterans Memorial Auditorium opened in 1955. It serves 
the major conventions and events for Des Moines. 
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East Des Moines Bath House 
Union Park in 1900 could boast of the first public bath house in the city of Des Moines. 



DES MOINES VALLEY RAILROAD 




The first ra.lroad to reach Des Moines was called the Des Moines Valley Railroad. It connected Des MOines with Keokuk 
Some of the towns along the way were Ottumwa. Burlington, Oskaloosa. Pella, Monroe, and Prairie City. At that time Des 
Mo.nes was a city of 10.000 people. The depot for the Des Moines and Valley Railroad was built at E. 5th and Market 

In time Des Moines became a fairly large railroad center. In 1946 there were nine railroads with a total of 19 lines operating 
out of Des Moines everyday. Railroad employees housed in Des Moines totaled more than 3 000 
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